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D E E P I M PACT:

B ROAD U S ' PROG R A M TEAC H E S YOU N G PEOPLE L I F E LESSO N S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

L i n d a Lett, mother of Dara Broadus, reca lls the

Golf is what we use to do that because that's what

and athletic experiences at Furman with much of her

moment she knew her daughter had the spunk and

our experience is in," says Broadus. " I t 's a game that

success today.

audacity to go far in life. The elementary school-aged

hones in on the skills that most people find they need

child was competing i n the M idwest District, a PGA

to be successful in l ife."

sponsored sectional gof tournament, and was in line
to win until another girl beat her by merely one stroke.
" D a ra started crying when she realized she'd lost,

"There's no real su bstitute for competitive golf
and competition i n general," she says. "And that

The I mpact program is defin itely a fam i ly affair.
Broadus sees to the day-to-day operations at the
Atlanta location while brother Battiste, a PGA

would stand true for every competitive ath lete who's
passed through Furma n . "
After graduating, Broadus received financial
support from actors Will Smith and Jada Pin kett Smith

but stopped herself i m mediately," Lett recalls. "She

professional based in Jacksonville, is responsible

looked over at me and said, 'That's O K . I'll get her

for organizing all of the internal golf initiatives and

and played on the Futu res Tour, the developmental

next year."'

academies. Lett, described by Broadus as a "huge

tour for women's professional golf. She sti l l swings

inspiration," serves as the program coord i nator.

a club competitively, but her attention has turned more

a motivating force, the 28-year-old Broadus, a 2001

Children ages 7 to 1 7 attend one of four 1 0 -week

to instruction and to the d i rection of the I m pact Youth

Furman graduate, is founder and executive d irector

sessions, primarily through referrals.

With that kind of drive and determination as

of the I mpact Youth Development I n itiative, a non

"We typically lean toward programs that develop

Development I n itiative, which just celebrated its first
a n niversary.

profit program designed to use golf to expose child ren

critical thinking skills in a young person. That's why

to a variety of l ife lessons, including nutrition, financial

we have our book cl ub, expose them to financial

If not i n instruction, then at an event or a charity tour

management, reading and the importa nce of com

management seminars and invite professionals to

nament or helping out with the fund ra ising," says

m u n ity and volunteerism. The program has locations

speak with them," Broadus says. " It's not so much

Broadus, whose work has been featured i n the Atlanta

in Atlanta and i n Jacksonville, Fla.

the sport, but it's everything that comes with it."

Journal-Constitution. " Overa ll, this entire year has

" O u r program provides these kids with
every opportun ity to reach their full poten
tial in whatever it is they're trying to do.

Broadus and her sibli ngs Battiste, Patrick and
Ebani began playing golf at an early age with
support from their mother. Lett says that because
of her work schedule and time constraints, all of
the children had to be i m mersed in the same
after-school activity.
After attending summer
camp and climbing the j u nior
golf (pre-co l lege) ladder,

" ' ' m in the golf environment day in and day out.

been a triumph. It's been a lot of work, but the
whole thing has been reward ing."
J effrey Spacey, a 1 4-year-old home-schooled ninth
grader, says I mpact has taught him to va lue his time,
to be prepared and to be more aware of his commu nity.
" It feels good to look forward to getting up at
6 a . m . on a Saturday morning and knowing that I a m
accomplishing something and preparing f o r a better
future," he says. " I mpact has encouraged me

Broadus was the second girl

to replace excuses with effort, and it has ta ught

to play golf competitively

me I can be really, really great."

at Atlanta's Westminster

I

\

That sentiment is certai n ly music to Broadus' ears.

Schools, where she won

She says that in five years she'd l i ke to be doing every

the Most Valuable Player

thing she is doing today, but better. An eternal optimist,

Award on the j u nior

she claims that starting the program from scratch has

varsity team. At Fu rman,

not presented any challenges she couldn't overcome.

she earned the Betsy King

" Success comes from having the experience and

Scholarship and contribu

the preparation," she notes. "If life on tou r has taught

ted to four consecutive

me anything, it's taught me to stay focused and keep

Southern Conference

movi ng."

champions ( 1 998-200 1 ) .

- NANCY R. FULLBRIGHT '95

S h e graduated with a degree
in business in 2 0 0 1 , and
credits both her educational

The author is a communications officer at the Georgia
Tech Enterprise Innovation Institute in Atlanta.

Dara Broadus with Justin and Demageo after the young men played their first tournament.
Photo courtesy Dara Broadus.
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